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HOUSE BI LL 1585

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives N xon and O Brien

Read first tinme 01/28/2005. Referred to Commttee on Housi ng.

AN ACT Relating to standards for housing for persons who are
tenporarily honeless; anmending RCW 70.114A.020 and 70.114A. 085;
creating a new section; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, due to | ack of
a pernmanent address or other contact information, lack of skills and
training, lack of reliable personal transportation, frequent health
chal | enges, or other circunstances, honel ess persons are vulnerable to
exploitation as | owwage | aborers. In 1995, the |egislature recognized
that the circunstances of another group of exploited | owwage | aborers,
m grant agricultural workers, necessitated the creation of standards
for tenporary worker housing to prevent those workers from being forced
to obtain housing that is unsafe and unsanitary; those standards are
reflected in chapter 70.114A RCW The legislature finds that, due to
their poverty, extrenme need, and dire circunstances, simlar
exploitation of the |abor of honeless persons also exists, and that,
due to an inadequate supply of affordable housing and of space in
permanent shelters for the honeless, they are |ikew se being forced to

seek shelter in wunsafe and wunsanitary conditions. If mgrant
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farmwrkers, who in many cases are not citizens of the United States
and may not be in the United States legally, are worthy of the
protection of the state to ensure that their housing is safe and
sanitary, then our friends, neighbors, coworkers, and fellow citizens
who find thenselves tenporarily honeless are even nore worthy of that
protection. Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to
encourage tenporary housing for honeless persons to be safe and
sanitary by establishing a clear and concise set of regulations for
tenporary housing and encanpnents for honel ess persons, substantially
equi val ent to those provided for tenporary worker housing.

Sec. 2. RCW 70.114A. 020 and 1999 c 374 s 6 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Agricultural enployee" neans any person who renders personal
services to, or under the direction of, an agricultural enployer in
connection wth the enployer's agricultural activity.

(2) "Agricul tural enpl oyer" nmeans any person engaged in
agricultural activity, including the grow ng, producing, or harvesting
of farm or nursery products, or engaged in the forestation or
reforestation of lands, which includes but is not limted to the
pl anting, transplanting, tubing, precommercial thinning, and thinning
of trees and seedlings, the clearing, piling, and disposal of brush and
sl ash, the harvest of Christmas trees, and other related activities.

(3) "Departnent” neans the departnent of health.

(4) "Dwelling unit" nmeans a shelter, building, or portion of a
bui |l di ng, that may include cooking and eating facilities, that is:

(a) Provided and designated by the operator as either a sleeping
area, living area, or both, for occupants; and

(b) Physically separated from ot her sl eeping and common-use areas.

(5) "Enforcenent” and "enforcenent actions" include the authority
to levy and collect fines.

(6) "Facility" neans a sleeping place, drinking water, toilet,
sewage disposal, food handling installation, or other installations
required for conpliance with this chapter

(7) "Cccupant” neans a tenporary worker or a person who resides
with a tenporary worker at the housing site.
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(8) "Operator" nmeans a person holding legal title to the Iand on
whi ch tenporary worker housing is |ocated. However, if the legal title
and the right to possession are in different persons, "operator" neans
a person having the lawful control or supervision over the tenporary
wor ker housing wunder a |ease, tenporary use permt, or other
arrangenent .

(9) "Tenporary worker" neans an agricultural enployee enployed
intermttently and not residing year-round at the sane site, or a
honel ess person.

(10) "Tenporary worker housing” neans a place, area, or piece of
| and where sleeping places or housing sites are provided by an
agricultural enployer for his or her agricultural enployees or by
anot her person, including a tenporary worker housing operator, who is
provi di ng such accomodations for enployees or for honeless persons,
for tenporary((—seasenal)) occupancy.

Sec. 3. RCW 70.114A. 085 and 1999 c¢c 374 s 11 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent shall prepare a report to the |legislature on
utilization of the tenporary worker building code authorized by RCW
70. 114A. 081. The report shall include the nunmber of housing units
nunmber of famlies or individuals housed, nunber of growers or
operators obtaining permts, the geographic distribution of the
permts, and recommendations of changes in the tenporary worker
bui l di ng code necessary to avoid health and safety problens for the
occupants. The report shall be transmtted to the ((senrate——cormmttee

nunbered year.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnent and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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